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NEED FOR 
PEACE 


by PERCY REDFERN 


T is on record that this coun- 
try in the eighteenth century 
suffered “four more years of 

war” because the government of 
that time was “incapable of 


making peace.” 

It is also on record that in the nine- 
teenth century a British government 
was compelled to desist from more 
years of “warlike folly” only by the 
withdrawal of its chief ally. It is 
further written that an official invita- 
tion to discuss peace, made by the 
enemy in 1916, was ‘“‘contemptuously 
rejected” by a Cabinet dominated by 
“warlike elements.” 

To die for a cause may be honour- 
able; but ‘what is it to be uselessly 
slaughtered, after all the objects 
formally in dispute have become open 
to negotiation? Needless eighteenth 
warfare killed its scores of thousands. 


War, famine and disease piled a 
thousand such mountains of the 
dead after the hope of peace 


(however slender) was trampled upon, 
without a glance, in January, 1917. 
More terrible still was the historic 
sequel: the further years of in- 
flammatory propaganda, the conse- 
quent, enforced treaties, the poisoned 
relations, the victim’s drive for re- 
versing wronps, the renewal of war, 
and the descent to a conflict more 
pitiless, more blind. 


War Governs Us 


If we are to have wars they should 
be short. Belligerent human nature 
at war too soon becomes the slave of 
its own instrument. 4 

In 19389 we began with certain 
decencies. No aggression, we said, 
but no enmity against the German 
people. Respect for neutrals, respect 
for international law, and after the 
war general disarmament, and a free 
economic collaboration of all nations, 
victors and vanquished alike! And 
all these good intentions, and more, 
have only paved the way to total war. 

We do not now govern the blood- 
shed. Prolonged by the old, fatal re- 
fusal even to attempt agreement, war 
now governs us. 

Individually, at least, we do not 
want to blast and burn the cities of 
the people against whom we said we 
were riot fighting, nor to blockade and 
starve our friends, nor to instruct and 
compel neutrals, nor to bring libera- 
tions that turn into ruin, hunger, arid 
despair. But war dictates. 

Obedient to its course, We recom- 
mend surrender to Poland, and sub- 
mission to Finland; and we laud the 
same Russia that we denounced; and 
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~ HEADQUARTERS’ FUND 


UP to Mar. 31 the appeal realized 
£21 6s, 8d. To those who re- 
sponded, many thanks. But if we are 
to avoid a Special Appeal in the 
Autumn this fund should be raising 
£116 per month. While we look for 
our chief support through Groups, 
Regions and Areas, we welcome also 
these contributions from those who 
don’t want their left hand Gin the form 
of their group subscriptions) to know 
all that their right hand (in the form 
of direct gifts) doeth. 


Donations which should be markeg “Head- 
quarters Fund” will be very gratefully received 
‘by me at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
St., London, W.C.1. 

MAURICE L. poh le 


on, Treasurer 
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STAND FOR A JUST PEACE 


— or risk yet another 
World War 


E well-documented article in Isvestia (Mar. 30) criticizing 
Allied policy in Italy proves that all the much advertised 
machinery for political collaboration established after the 
Moscow Conference has completely broken down—if it was ever 
running at all. The article turns the tables on Britain and USA. 
It says that Churchill’s statement on Feb. 22—that a change in 


the Italian Government would 
only be possible after the capture 
of Rome—was made without 
consultation with the Soviet 
Government. 

In fact, the article amounts to a 
detailed indictment of Britain and 
USA for burking the Moscow decision 
to democratize the Badoglio Govern- 
ment; and it definitely accuses Eden 
of withholding from the House of 
Commons in a reply of Mar. 22 the 
fact that special representations had 
been made to Britain and USA by 
Russia “on the urgent necessity of 
improving the composition of the 
Badoglio Government.” Is all this a 
candid statement of fact, or is it a 
defence of the Russian Government’s 
action in recognizing Emanuel- 
Badoglio? 


New Party line 


THE Italian Communists have been 
been prompt in toeing the new 


—that the Atlantic Charter is dead; that the 
relations of the Big Three are worse not better 
since Teheran; that the Administration's per- 
sistent inability to formulate a foreign policy 
was based on fourth term politics and that this 
lack was so serious that it had begun to seem 
that World War II would settle nothing.” 


The Government’s defeat 


HE defeat of the Government by a 

single vote on an amendment to 
the Education Bill inserting the prin- 
ciple of equal pay for men and women 
teachers, and the subsequent demand 
by Churchill that the rebels should 
repudiate their own action, throw 
some light on the difficulty of evolving 
a parliamentary procedure that can 
function effectively in time of total 
war. 

The tactical blunder of the tempor- 
ary “opposition” was manifest. Both 
Butler and Eden were on solid ground 
in contending that to introduce a 
principle of such wide scope and 
consequences by way of a sudden 
amendment to a single clause of a 


line, after leading the democratic comprehensive Education Bill was 
demand ‘“ Down irresponsible. 
yh 5 eee The ; ae i as 
ing.’ eader 5 sequel showe 
who has been in O bse rver’s that it was. One 
aed ‘ evanate in nondred of the 
ussia for many rebels promptly 
years called Tog- C Oommen t ar y ate their own 
liatti (“Ereoli’”) words, with wry 
has been sent faces, when 


from Moscow, “fortunate in not being 
under the necessity of eating his own 


words.” 

“The Communists’ decision has spread con- 
sternation among the other democratic parties 
~which compose the opposition to Marshal 
Badoglio. It must have surprised the Com- 
munist rank-and-file, but the Communists 
pride themselves in discipline; the Socialists, 
the Action Party and the rest, however, find it 
hard to accept this quick change. They detest 
the thought of being dragged, in tow of the 
Communists, into a step of which' with some 
exceptions they completely disapprove and 
which threatens to make them ridiculous.” 
(Times, Apr. 3.) 

The one probable result would seem 
to be a further extension of the 
political cynicism which is spreading 
like a pestilence through Europe, and 
of which a terrible expression nearer 
home has been the success of the 


Communist vendetta against Pucheu. 
Poles’ desperation 
HE policy of the Allies is in utter 


bo ae The orders to the Polish 
underground movement to co-operate 
with the Soviet forces have been with- 
drawn. The fears recently expressed 
by The Economist that if co-operation 
were attempted the Polish under- 
ground leaders would be in peril of 
their lives appear to be justified. “It 
is reported that some Polish com- 
manders have been charged before a 
Soviet military court and executed” 
(Sunday Times, Apr. 2). 

The Polish underground Socialist 
Party in Warsaw has issued a state- 
ment declaring that the independent 
small States of Europe were heavens 
on earth compared to Soviet Russia, 
and appeals desperately for the sup- 


‘port of the British Labour Party. The 


situation has become horrible in the 
extreme: and apparently irremediable. 

True, the USA appears to have bar- 
gaining power in that Russia is asking 
that Lend-Lease shall be continued 
for three years after the war (Ob- 
server, Apr, 2). But I doubt whether 
that will avail Poland. It is much 
more likely to be used to buy Russian 
aid in the war against Japan. 


Foreign}policy critics 

No wonder that American Time 
4% (Mar, 20) gave a formidable 
résumé of the criticism now being 
levelled at Churchill, Roosevelt, and 
the State Department by the weighti- 
est writers on foreign affairs in the 
USA press. “Their unanimity (said 
Time) was unusual and significant,” 


and the conclusion it drew from them 


was this: 

“The US citizenry might not yet be able to 
piece it all together. But they had at least 
been told—not by their atill silent Government 


Churchill 
confidence. 


Asked for it 
qT is no part of my mission to defend 
Churchill. But in this case the 
repentant rebels deserved their fate— 
to kiss the rod. The principle they 
sought to establish was one of the 
highest political and social conse- 
quence, and one which, in my opinion, 
is inequitable unless accompanied by a 
system of family allowances. 

If it was seriously intended to force 
the Government to accept the prin- 
ciple, it should have been done deliber- 
ately on a major occasion. Apart from 
the faithful handful who stood their 
ground, because they were prepared 
to turn the Government out on this 
issue (or any other) the rebels made 
the impression of being eager to have 
the electoral kudos of having voted 
for “equal pay.” Churchill was deter- 
mined not to let them win this cheap 
prestige at the cost of his unwavering 
supporters, 
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made it a question of 


An Easter 
Service _ 


From a Padre in North Africa 


: “P)URING one of the Eucharists : 
: on Easter Day for the British : 
: troops at a@ prisoner-of-war camp, : 
: I noticed a crowd of about 40 or 50 : 
: Germans standing mm a group, very ? 
i quietly and reverently watching : 
: the service go on. After the service : 
: I asked the British officer in charge : 
: whether there were any German : 
: Churchmen among the prisoners. : 
i: He said he would find out and: 
: "phone me, He did so, and: 
: astounded me by telling me that 80 : 
:of them were asking for Com-: 
imunion. I then arranged to hold a : 
: service for them at once. : 


: “The authorities allowed me to : 
: go into the camp where the Ger-: 
imans lived, alone, without any : 
: guard or other Englishman present. : 
: There I found a large tent full of : 
: Germans waiting for me (about : 
:180 of them), and a tall, good-: 
: looking German NCO, who spoke : 
: English perfectly, to act as inter- : 
i preter. I got him to explain what : 
i the service was. He replied, ‘They : 
i know it, sir.’ z 


: “So I took the service, in English 
i of course, getting this NCO to ex- 
i plain in various parts of the ser- 
: vice (Epistle, Gospel, Creed, etc.). 
iI got him to preface the prayers 
: for the Church with prayers for 
i the brotherhood of man amongst all 
: nations with our Lord Jesus Christ : 
i as our Leader, E 
: “I had a white cloth on the table, : 
: with large crucifix, and lighted : 
i candles. The Germans themselves : 
: had placed the table for me. They : 
i came up in twelves to receive Com- : 
> munition, and knelt to recewve in a: 
: most orderly and reverent manner. : 
: None would touch the chalice, but : 
all raised their chins just a little. : 

“Then I told the NCO that I was : 
about to continue the service with : 
the Lord’s Prayer, saying that if : 
they wished to say it themselves, : 
then they could follow me as I said : 
at in English. Everyone immedi- : 
ately stood to attention and, in very : 
deep loud voices, recited our Lord’s : 
Prayer, It was a very moving : 
experience. . B 

“I finished the service with the : 
: blessing, and then told the German : 
: NCO that as a Christian brother I : 
: would like to shake them_by the: 
i hand, if they so wished. They all : 
: filed by me, stood stiffly to atten-: 
i tton, bowed, shook hands, and tried : 
: to say ‘Thank you.’ Some could : 
ispeak English, and thanked me : 
ivery much for giving them that : 
? service.” : 
: _—Quoted in the Ampthill (Bedfordshire) : 
: Church Magazine. 5 


. 


Feevevccsensscesevtane teresestoctsedsrccecses 


The most urgent matter 


in the 


world 


“COMPARED with the rest of Europe now, Britain is pretty 
nearly a hotbed of luxury and opulence—it’s not gay or 


easy, but it is secure,” said Ala 


‘CHARTER’ CANDIDATE 
OPENS CAMPAIGN 


Capt. William Douglas-Home, “At- 
lantic Charter” candidate in the Clay 
Cross by-election, addressed his first 
meeting in the constituency on Mar. 
27. 

He said that he stood for the funda- 
mentals laid down in the Charter, and 
that he believed these could only be 
achieved by social, national, and inter- 
national democracy. . 

He also described himself as stand- 
ing somewhere between Liberal and 
Labour. 

The other candidates are: Mr. H. 
Neal (Lab.); Mr. P. Hicken (Anti- 
Fascist). A Common Wealth official 
told Peace News last week: “We shall 
support the official Labour candidate.” 

Polling day is next Friday. 


n Moorhead, Daily Express war 


correspondent, in the BBC Post- 
script on Sunday night. 

“A great part of Europe may look 
all right,” he said. “Poverty and dis- 
ease don’t make much of a show, and 
even bombed cities look fairly normal 
until you actually get inside them. 
But Europe as we knew it in 1939 
simply doesn’t exist any more. 

“The England we’re going: to be left 
with at the end of the war will be 
rather like’a large and lavish mansion 
standing in the middle of a waste- 
Jand. Europe won’t be a running 
concern. 

“I simply want to stress that the 
problem exists in a far sharper degree 
than perhaps we realized before. Next 
to the military operations, it is by 
far the most urgent matter in the 
world.” 
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THE POLITICS 
OF PACIFISM 


'ACIFISM, we believe, has only one 
policy at the national level: 
immediate, complete and unilateral 
disarmament. That is the only policy 
which involves for the nation a moral 
decision of the same nature ag that 
which the pledge: “I renounce war” 
involves for the individual. If pacifists 
cannot persuade their fellow-citizens 
to complete and unilateral disarma- 
ment, then no other distinct and dis- 
tinctive national policy is open to 
them to advocate as pacifists. They 
may choose, among a number of 
national policies which appear to be 
possible of realization, the one which 
seems most likely to bring an end to 
this war and reduce the chances of 
the next one. But, in the first place, 
they have no right to call it a pacifist 
policy; in the second, they have no 
right to dissociate themselves from 
non-pacifists who advocate the same 
policy; and in the third, they have no 
right to expect that all pacifists should 
adopt it. 


By advocating a national policy 
other than immediate and unilateral 
disarmament, pacifists enter the realm 
of compromise. If it be said that 
practical politics is the realm of com- 
promise, the right answer surely is 
not that pacifists, since they must 
pursue practical polis, must com- 
promise, but that pacitism and prac- 
tical politics are, at the present stage 
of moral development, incompatible. 


I¢ the national politics of pacifism 
consists in the advocacy, in season and 
out of season, of unilateral disarma- 
ment, then pacifism can be sincerely 
political, But, it this be declined as 
impracticable, then no pacifist who 
allies himself with any political party 
which rejects unilateral disarmament 
has the right to call his action pacifist. 

“I renounce war” is categorical. No 
pacifist has a right to seek to be 
elected to Parliament as a pacifist 
unless he makes unilateral disarma- 
ment the chief plank in his pro- 
gramme. If there were ever to be a 
pacifist political party it would need 
to be quite unequivocal about this. If 
complete frankness about this were 
judged to condemn our would-be 
MPs to inevitable defeat, and if in- 
evitable defeat were regarded as 
political futility, the conclusion would 
be not that they should hedge on this 
crucial question, but that pacifists, as 
such, can find no expression for their 
creed in the field of national politics. 


But defeat is not futility, To fight 
a constituency as an out-and-out 
advocate of unilateral disarmament— 
even in the midst of total war—might 
be an excellent thing. Indeed, such a 
policy, had it been pursued from the 
beginning, by the challenge of its 
clarity, might have made a deep moral 
impression by now; and by its clarity 
also it would have freed those who 
felt it impracticable to work as in- 
dividuals or as groups on their own 
forms of constructive pacifism. Again 
it would have saved the movement 
from all sorts of eguivocal answers 
to the plain question: “Are you calling 
upon us to lay down our arms and let 
the enemy do his will.” The pacifist 
has or should have, only one answer 
to that question: a plain “Yes.” A 
plain “Yes,” but not an easy one. 


The war has cost 6,000,000 killed 
in battle by the end of 1948, most of 
them Russian and German, according 
to Metropolitan Insurance Company 
statisticians. The total killed in the 
first world war was 7,500,000.— 
Reuter, New York, quoted in East- 
bourne Argus. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not neces- 
sarily represent the policy of the Peace Pledge 
Union, of which it is the weekly organ. Nor 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply 
any endorsement or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised. 

Postal subscription rates: Home: quarterly, 
8s. 3d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. ‘Abroad: quarterly, 
2s. 9$d.; yearly, 10s. 6d. 

Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, 3 
column inches. Copy by first post Friday. 


YOUR SYMPATHY IS SOLICITED FOR THE 


Conscientious 


WISH to solicit your 

sympathy on behalf of 

the Conscientious Con- 
sentors. I mean that large and 
worthy body of men who find 
themselves compelled to consent 
to the war, yet whose con- 
sciences are increasingly dis- 
turbed by the methods of 
fighting it. 

A typically sad case just brought 
to my notice is that of the editor of 
a select weekly review. “To many of 
us,” he says, “it (bombing of. cities) 
holds out a prospect of winning the 
war only by gravely imperilling its 
objective, a worth-while and stable 
peace.” 

And he complains: “There is no 
escape from the cruel logie of the 
situation.” 

The spectacle of these intellectuals 
going around with a cruel logic 
attached like a tin can to a dog’s 
tail, moves me to tears. 

It is bad enough when your logic 
forces you to endorse a course of 
action which your conscience dis- 
approves, But this man’s logic isn’t 
content with that. 

Having forced him to sacrifice his 
conscience to achieve a certain end, 
it then proceeds to prove to him that 
this very course will prevent that end 
from being achieved. That shows 
you what a ead logic can be. 

In such a situation a man may well 
ask— “What’s the good of being an 
intellectual?” He looks out of his 
Bloomsbury window and sees thou- 
sands of happy boneheads walking 
happily about with minds unburdened 
by a logical sense, and cries, ‘Art 
thou dumb, yet hast thou golden 
slumbers? O sweet Content! Why 
wasn’t I born a bromide?” 


Q)BSERVE where these un- 

happy people’s logic leads 

them. Hitler makes them do what- 

ever he likes. If they say it’s wrong 

to bomb churches, he goes and puts 

a lot of guns in a church and makes 
them bomb it. 


by 
“OWLGLASS” 


One after another, practically 
everything they say is wrong, he 
makes them do, Is there no way out 
of this Follow-the-Fuehrer? No; the 
logic is inescapable, 

Yet, cruel though his logic is, no 
bona fide intellectual would have it 
removed, as if it were a, bad tooth 
or a septic appendix. He knows he’d 
miss it badly as soon as it was gone. 
Particularly if he is the editor of a 
review. 

Compared with this thorny path, 
the way of the Conscientious Ob- 
jectors is easy. 

It is no hardship for them that they 
alone of all sections of society are 
expected to be logical, while Leading 
Thinkers of Church and laity alike 
can admit their logic at odds with 
their principles and get away with it. 

For the CO knows the answers 
from A to W, beginning with the one 
about the German attacking his 
mother. His logic functions‘in pain- 
less harmony with his conscience, and 
he can digest his supper and sleep 0’ 
nights. 

He will therefore, I trust, be ready 
to extend his sympathy to those 
whose logic forces them to swallow 
their principles whole. It’s the worst 
form of indigestion I know. It’s ail 
very well for Browning to refer to 
Conscience as a Beacon in the Bosom. 
As any Conscientious Consenter will 
tell you, there are times when it feels 
more like a hard-boiled egg in the 
Epigastrium. 


gN my opinion there is only 
one way to relieve the 
suffering of these people. We must 
set up tribunals for Conscientious 
Consentors for the purpose of ex- 
empting them from internal conflict. 
One can imagine the procedure:— 
Q. So you think it’s wrong to bomb 
cities, Mr. Whaisit ? 
A. Well, I think it’s gone a bit too 
far. 


Ebert ERS 


Our Message for 


FTER nearly five years of war 

there is the beginning of a 
realization in the minds of many non- 
pacifists that, for all the destruction 
and suffering which has been its 
price, the war has gained us nothing. 
The extent of this disillusion must 
not be exaggerated, but I think a 
letter I have received from an RAF 
man recently back in England, after 
four years in the Middle East, well 
expresses this reaction, the disillusion 
of a sensitive man who originally saw 
in the war the possibility of revolu- 
tionary social change and a better 
order of society. He says: 

“It is terrible to think that I have wasted 
four years of my life in absolutely non-produc- 
tive activity. Perhaps I can now re-build some 
faith and get back the integrity I have lost. 
My attitude towards the Services and the war 
has changed enormously. . - 

“I will not say I am prepared to ask for my 
‘discharge’ but there are things that I will now 
resist, whatever the consequences, . . . One 
thing we now totally agree upon: the unjusti- 
fiability of the bombing of Monte Cassino. 
Even from a purely military standpoint this 
has proved mistaken and unnecessary. But I 
am. now prepared to oppose similar things even 
if the military situation @emands them.” 

And he is impressed by a change 
which has taken place in this country: 

“Something is happening inside people. You 
ean feel it in the gradual relinquishing of 
certain standards of decency and of tolerance. 
Perhaps it’s just that people don’t think; wit- 
ness their attitude towards Finland or War 
Weapons Weeks. War weapons at 3 per cent. 
ae To expect interest from a purely de- 

structive process is, upon all counts, immoral. 

Yet I doubt whether the smallest number of 

people have ever considered it in this light.” 

May I also quote_a_ well-deserved 
compliment to the Editor of Peace 
News ?— 

“I think ... that John Middleton Murry has 
been right from the early days on some of the 
most crucial issues of our time. I can see it 
now. I wish I had seen it five years ago.” 

To help men to regain “faith” is 
the task of pacifists. In standing 
aside from what has been the sig- 
nificant experience of the lives of men 

j of my generation, I and pacifists of 
imy own age have a grave respon- 
I sibility, We have got to be able to 


the Disillusioned 


put the results of our experience and 
thinking at the service of such men, 
and we have to speak to their con- 
dition if they are not to relapse into 
a complete cynicism. 

That is why it is imperative that 
we should be unequivocal about the 
values we put first—the values of 
human personality above all, and the 
values which foster human personality: 
right work and harmony wi 


eh man’s 
natural environment, rather than 


socialist abstractions and those of 
cellophane utopias. But we must be 
lucid and practical in pointing the 
way in which such values can be 
furthered; we have to show that 
there is an alternaive pattern of 
living to begin on at once. 

CONAN NICHOLAS 


The “Lure” of Activity 


_The tragedy, the heart-tearing tragedy of the 
picture in PN on Mar. 24 affected me deeply— 
it has, for us who see the futility of all the 
suffering the war has brought to the innocent, 
a beseeching plea—‘‘What are you, men of 
peace, doing to save the helpless little people, 
the poor wretches who live the incredible 
tragedy ?” 

Z turn the page to your editorial, “Pacifism 
In Travail.”” My heart sinks when I read the 
FAU report—of erstwhile pacifists who, out of 
a desire for more and more action, have, almost 
unbelievably, joined in the very horror against 
which they but recently witnessed. 

Yet you repudiate the implication that this 
means a failure of the FAU. God above! 
What else can it mean? Failure of the Unit, 
er failure of individuals who comprised it—it 
matters not which—only the intolerable failure 
matters. A CO myself, I feel and understand 
this craving for action—but I am _ honestly 
appalled that it should lead any fellow pacifist 
to espouse this damnably candid slaughter. 

J turn back the page, to the picture of the 
little wounded peasant child. To millions of 
these babes, the world over, we have such a 
responsibility as to be overwhelming in its 
magnitude. What hope have they if we, 
guardians of the leaven of sanity, succumb to 
the “activity” lure of the Forces? 

I denounce most emphatically the implication 
that those who can stil] summon self-discipline 
enough to resist this lure are showing a 
“spiritual” preoccupation. Would that all who 
feel the strain of inactivity bearing upon them 
would cut out your picture of the wounded 
child and keep it constantly in view. 

DOUGLAS NICHOLSON 


Consentors 


Q. But supposed ‘you were con- 
vinced it was necessary for victory? 

A. I should have to agree to it, of 
course. 

Q. Then you agree that a good end 
justifies a bad means? 

A. I wouldn’t say that—I mean, 
there should be limits. 

Q. Well, can you tell me anything 
you would refuse to do, even if you 
believed your refusal would mean 
defeat ? 

A. Er—I can’t say offhand. 

Q. Let me help you. For instance, 
would you invade neutral territory 
and conscript the labour of the in- 
habitants ? 

A. If IT thought ithe only alter- 
native was defeat, I suppose so. It 
would be for their good in the long 
run. 

Q. And would you use poison gas 
before the enemy did, if you thought 
victory depended on it? 

A. Well, I—er—yes, I suppose so. 

Verdict: Claim to hardship estab- 
lished. Granted Absolute Exemption 
from Moral Responsibility, 


A ND, by the way, no Tribunal is 

necessary for Ecclesiastical Con- 
sentors. They have already granted 
themselves exemption from their own 
principles, conditional upon continuing 
their present occupation of praying 
for victory, 


Words of Peace—67 


The Failure of Success 


What are all reforms, restorations, 
victories of truth, but protests of a 
minority; efforts clogged and incom- 
plete of the good and brave; just 
enough in their own day to stop in- 
stant ruin—the appointed means to 
save what 8 to be saved, but in them- 
selves failures? 

Good men work and suffer, and bad 
men enjoy their labour and spoil 
them; a step is made in advance—evil 
rolled back and kept in check for a 
while, only to return perhaps the 
stronger. But thus and thus only is 
truth passed on and the world 
preserved from utter corruption. 

Dean Church. 


THESE SHORT STORIES TELL 
THE TRUTH ABOUT WAR! 


THE CHOICE 


and other stories 


b 
R. H. LE MESSURIER 


(A sergeant in the last jwat—now a 
pacifist priest) 
A BOOK YOU WILL WANT YOUR 
FRIENDS TO READ 
Order now 1/6 (1/9 post free) :from 


NEW VISION PUBLISHING CO., 
12b Manor Road, London, N.16 


THREE POSTERS 


DURABLE PEACE CAN BE OB- 
TAINED ONLY BY NEGOTIATION 


“A merely fallen enemy may rise 
again, but the reconciled one is truly 
vanquished”’—Schiller 


VICTORY SOWS SEEDS OF FUTURE 
WAR: AN AGREED SETTLEMENT 
IS THE FOUNDATION OF PEACE 


Issued by the Negotiated Peace Campaign 
4d. each, postage 1d. 


PPU BOOKSHOP, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


INAUGURAL MEETING 
F 


0 
A CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 
CHURCH 


Marking the fusion of the Church 
of Jesus and the Movement To- 
wards a Pacifist Church 


AT FRIBNDS HOUSE, EUSTON ROAD, 
N.W.1, at 3 p.m. on 
SATURDAY, APRIL 29 


Address by the REV. PATRICK FIGGIS 


Tea Tickets (1s. 3d.) from: Wallace 
Hancock, 21 Raymond Av., London, E.18 


Plan of Campaign 
for Food -Relief 


“Most of us here feel that we should ask for 
something of sufficient size to really make a 
difference in the health of the children. There 
is general agreement that the ‘51,000 tons a 
month’ proposal in my book and in various 
memoranda that have been submitted to Wash- 
ington fs in fact a minimum proposal; relative 
to the number of people involved it is about 
one-third of what is being done for Greece. 

“In presenting the matter before our officials 
we have always added that if a proposal of 
this size cannot be authorized then we would 
be grateful for a smaller one. It is the larger 
proposal which was presented to the Foreign 
Relations Committee of the Senate amd which 
has been spoken of repeatedly in the national 
hook-up broadcasts all over this country.” 


| Biers excerpt from a persona) letter from 
Dr. Howard Kershner recently received in 
this country crystallizes the American side of 
the food-relief proposals now being canvassed. 

It is clear that we shal] depend a good, deal 
on American pressure to obtain further modifi- 
cations in the British blockade policy. Our 
task’, therefore, is to give what help we can to 
the efforts of Kershner and hig influential 
supporters. 

The recent House of Lords debate gave the 
Government the chance to deride the ‘‘minimal” 
proposals, not only because there is no effective 
guarantee of control, but also because they are 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND 1 WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER ( 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union, Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Se.. WCE 


c 


quite inadequate to the need. The most fruitful 
approach Hes in extending the Greek experi- 
ment to other needy areas. It is noteworthy 
that Lord Selborne went no farther than to 
say that experience in Greece had not en- 
couraged him to think that a system of control 
of that kind would be easy to administer in 
other parts of occupied Europe. Advocates of 
relief have never claimed that it would be easy; 
what they assert is that it is not impossible. 


For the moment, therefore, Kershner’s pro- 
posals hold the field. Our next step must be to 
explain the Kershner Plan throughout the pro- 
vincial and Jocal press, through meetings, and 
to individual Members of Parliament. The 
broadcast which the Food Relief Campaign has 
reprinted in this country is admirable for this 
purpose. It has already been reprinted and we 
would have no objection to reprinting yet 
again. It is the first step in ‘putting Kershner 
across’—in placing before a wide public in 
this country a simple, workable plan for relief. 
(The Kershner Broadcast is 3s. per 100: £1 
per 1,000, plus postage—obtainable from PPU 
Bookshop.) | 

By Easter, perhaps, we may have both 
Houses of Congress pressing for relief on 
Kershner’s lines. Our great effort would in 
that case be concentrated in the next few 
months, so that the worst horrors of the forth- 
coming winter may be averted. 


The Ministry of Economic Warfare moves 
slowly, The Americans are more far-seeing. 
Kershner's proposals would avert famine in 
Western Europe. After Greece there is no 
longer any question that if can be done. Armed 
with the Kershner blueprint it shoulg not be 
beyond us to convince even the MEW that “too 
little and tos late’ is a damnable epitaph. 


Why do people fall for “Dope” ? 


To the Editor of Peace News 


T would be interesting to learn the 
views of readers of Peace News 
6n an important question to which 

so far I have never been able to find 
a satisfactory answer: Why is it that 
some people fall for the propaganda 
dope of the war-mongers and obstin- 
ately reject all the arguments of those 
who try to disillusion them; while 
others, no more gifted, spiritually, 
morally or intellectually, hold fast to 
the truth about the evil of war? 

It would be a nice, simple explan- 
ation if we could say that all the most 
intelligent, or Christ-like, people are 
pacifists, and that the decent people 
who are not are those to whom the 
truth about war in general and this 
war in particular has not been fully 
explained. It is certainly the case 
that a great deal of the trotble is due 
to ignorance of the real facts regard- 
ing this and other wars, but unfor- 
tunately a large number of pro-war 
people remain unmoved when the 
facts are placed before them. 


* 


As for pacifists including in their 
ranks all the most intelligent and 
Christ-like people in the country, I am 
afraid that this view will not fit the 
hard realities of the situation at all! 
Instead of being what the early 
Christian Church may have been, any- 
how locally, a persecuted but, united 
band of noble brethren, we pacifists 
more resemble, in the words of an 
ancient song, “A rare old, fair old, 
rickety rackety crew.” 

Some of our number, certainly, are 
very fine people indeed, spiritually, 
morally, or intellectually—the very 
salt of the earth: others—all too 
many, alas!—are the most appalling 
eranks, and in certain cases definitely 
queer in the top storey! Others, 
again, have a very ample share of 
human faults and weaknesses which 
often make them poor co-operators 
and unsatisfactory team-mates. 


* 


A large family with which I am acquainted 
and which includes numerous branches, had, 
before the war, about half-a-dozen pacifists 
among its members. Two who remained faith- 
ful—both elderly women—were not the two 
who, by reason of early upbringing and _ en- 
vironment, Christian experience, and intellec- 
tual power, had the best chance of doing so. 
Among the deserters were an elderly man of 
great ability; a young man; ang a woman of 
sincere Christian faith who hag lived all her 
life in modest circumstances; was blessed with 
an unusually well-developed sense of humour; 
and possessed a fine record of extremely useful 
social service. 

Another very important question which con- 
stantly exercises all our minds, is what is the 


~asks Duke of Bedford 


best propaganda weapon to penetrate the thick 
armour of the war mentality? 

Some advocate the use of very gentle methods 
and tell us that, both in word and spirit, we 
should always show the greatest respect for 
those with whom we do not agree on the war 
issue. Others favour a more blunt approach. 
I have trieg both methods, especially in my 
writings, and so far have found the blunt 
approach to be much the more effective. 

The reason, perhaps, may be that as long as, 
by a gentle and respectful attitude, you en- 
courage a man to believe that he is an intelli- 
gent, as well as a fine person, he will continue 
as he is, partly because of a natural disinclin- 
ation to involve himself in the mental strife 
which a change of outlook necessitates; and 
partly because the propaganda of the press 
and the BBC, which inevitably is far more 
sustained than yours, inclines him emotionally 
to that course. If, however, you tel} him that 
he is a most appalling fool and can drive home 
your accusation with evidence which he can 
neither forget nor escape, then desire to retain 
his self-respect may force him to reconsider 
his opinions. A mere representation of the true 
facts about the war, as I have already said, 
May not move him, but a representation of the 
facts linkeq with a charge of imbecility may 
do the trick! 

I need hardly add that even the straightest 
speaking should, hawever, always be free from 


unfriendly bitterness. 
BEDFORD 
Froxfield House, Woburn, Bletchley. 
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1943 — 1944 


PEACE NEWS circulation has con- 

tinued to go up since we reported, 
a month ago, that we had reached the 
highest figure for more than two 


years, ’ 
The best indication of the general 
trend is given by the monthly 


average of the number printed each 
week. Here are the averages for the 
past six months: 


October, 1943 17,655 
November 17,712 
December... 17,640* 
January, 1944 17,862 
February 18,112 
March 18,302 


*excluding special orders for 
Christmas number only. 


The steady increase since the 
beginning of the year is significant 
and encouraging: we want still more 
regular readers and groups to join 
those who have already been getting 
new readers, so that the upward trend. 
of our sales “graph” will continue 
until we reach about 20,000. 


Reforms tollow C.0.s’ strikes 


in prison 
FY UNGER-STRIKES and work- 
strikes by American COs in 
prison, against censorship practices 
and against the segregation of 
negroes and whites, have achieved 
decisive results. 


The hunger-strike by five objectors 
in Lewisburgh Penitentiary (reported 
in PN, Dee. 17 and Jan. 14), against 
excessive censorship of materia] sent 
in to prisoners, ended in December. 

The February issue of the Con- 
scientious Objector, of New York, 
comments on “the co-operative 
attitude recently shown by the Bureau 
of Prisons” and “the decrease in cen- 
sorship of letters received” since the 
strike was settled. 

The text of an appeal issued by 
the COs during the strike has just 


reached Peace News. 

Addressed to James V. Bennett, Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons, it declared: 

“From the first we have felt that there are 
two basic human rights that have not always 
been recognized in modern penology but are 
indispensable to the welfare of prisoners as 
human beings. Our fast is intended to bring 
these rights to the thoughtful attention of 
officials, prisoners, and outsiders... ‘ 

“The first is the right of every prisoner to 
free correspondence with the outside world, at 


all times, regardless of his prison status. 

“The second is the right of every prisoner ta 
access to uncensored materials for reading and 
writing, at all times, regardless of his prison 
StaluSpee. cme 


COLOUR BAR PROTEST WINS 


A 184-day work-strike by 21 COs 
in a prison at Danbury also brought 
results. 

On New Year’s Eve the colour-bar 
at meal-times—against which the 
strikers were protesting—was almost 
completely ended when for the first 
time negroes sat at “mixed tables’* 
with whites. 

The only exception was a table at 
which a group of negro Moslems 
maintained ‘2 policy of segregation 
on their own initiative. 


3-MONTH SENTENCE AT FOURTH 
PROSECUTION: 


Leonard A. Bird, well-known in 
Huddersfield PPU circles, has been 
sentenced to 3 months’ imprisonment 
on his fourth prosecution for refusing 


fire-guard duties. 

When he had appeared at Huddersfield police 
court on Mar. 18, the stipendiary magistrate 
adjourned the case for a week to enable 
Leonard Bird to obtain further evidence to 
prove a legal point he wished to make. 

Leonard Bird’s previous sentences were two 
fines of £10 (both of which were paid) and 
8 months’ imprisonment, but he has also served 
12 months for refusing a registration condition. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS ke i000, Order trem your local aise 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
No. 6d. extra.) 
words. 


FIND 


Owing to pressure on space we 


of continuing advertisements. 


an advertisement, “quote its 
words, classification, and date. 


SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom from breakdown 
9125 . i QUAKERISM. Information and|Tover, iro Ree 
ACCOMMODATION eer a Sap beating “ittiny [literature respecting the Faith and rete 8 Three in family. Box 


FOR ALL properties to be let or/and friendliness. School ang Higher 
sold in N.W. London and Districts,|School Certs.; boarding and day (ex- 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc-|cellent centre for Wimbledon, Sutton, 
44 Market| Kingston, Leatherhead, etc.). 

REF UGEE—singing, 
speech 
Manchester and/or district. 9 


LADY OFFERS sleeping accommo-|Rd., Didsbury. Manchester. 
DEPTFORD—Tues., Apr. 


tage, outskirts Bristol, bus near. Give|mences six-week course on History of 


tioneers and Surveyors, 
Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention | tion, 
to the requirements of pacifists. 


dation to two ladies, safe area; cot- 


particulars, reference first letter. Box|British Workers (N.C.L.C.). 


386. 

2 GIRLS wishing to spend holiday 
tn Buckinghamshire seek accommoda- 
tion with Board 2 weeks in June. 


infirmary, Bury, Lancs. 


27. Young married couple seek quiet 
accommodation within 75 miles Lon- 
don. Box 392. 

ANGLESEY. You will be welcome 
at Brynhyfryd if seeking a truly changed 
peaceful holiday. 2 
fortable accommodation. 
outlook on sea and mountain scenery 
from the house and grounds. 
tary, Brynhyfryd, Beaumaris. 
goed 57. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re-\and 


tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock/Cleanest, 


(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Amhergate|each, postage paid; 10s. three; 18s. 6d. 
Name mogels, 
\ Hardman ang Sons, 15 Pros- 
Guest house in own parkland |pect Place, Preston. 

DO YOU LIVE anywhere within 20 
ghtf 2 centre.|miles of New Forest, 
Lindors,” St. Briavels,|Bournemouth or Southampton? If go, 
please send me a postcard and I shall 
hope to call on you with fresh fruit 
Help to make more Peace News|and vegetables from time to time. A 
Pass on your copy when youjfriendly and 


44). six. 
WYE VALLEY (and Forest of|News. 
Dean). 


150 acres. Very tranquil. Mild dis- 
trict. Delightful walking 

From £3. 

Glos. 


readers. 
have finished with it. 


RE-USE ENVELOPES—with Peace 
News economy labels. 


PERSONAL 


1s. for 100, 8s CONTACT 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Copy by Monday.|power to serve through speaking and 
(Box|writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
Maximum length: 50|lessons 5s., classes is. 6d. 
Address for Box No. replies:|Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4.|London, N.W.3. 

b FREEMOUNT, Bacton, 
reserve the right to hold over adver-|Full freedom for 
tisements and to limit the frequency|ment and expression in co-education. 
Personal care in commu ome of 
When corresponding with PN about|jovely surroundings. era i 
first|principles, From 7 years, 
and Peter Young, M:A.Camb. 


CLUB. 


tributor or direct from PN Office. 


5 ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN. 
be ada ay a LITERATURE, etc, 19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 
Lae and "ew! BOOKS LOANED to C.0.s on Jand,| DIVIDEND FROM Will Coppin's 


forestry, ete., without obligation. 
Write for list. Marshall, 21 Wheat- 
lands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


NEW PAMPHLETS, with Poems. 
No. I on Penal Reform, with intr. by 
Stuart Morris; No. II “Still Towards 
Democracy,” with a foreword by! the 
Duke of Bedford, by Alan Hadfield, 
M.A. Cantab. Post free 1s. 7d. each. 
Northern Lights Press, 16 Park Pde., 
Harrogate. 


Dorothy 


Hereford. 
individual develop- 
vestment. 


Modern health London, W.C.1. 


Katherine 


Practice of the Religious Society of 


A satisfactory medium for 
those desiring congenial pen-friend- 


share number 3615386 in London Co- 
operative Society will be used for the 
funds of the Co-operative Armistice 
Council, Minimum subscription 2s. 6d. 
per annum. All communications to 
C.A.C., 180 Balfour Rd., Ilford, Essex. 

LIMITED CAPITAL awaiting in- 
Suggestions to BM/GJER, 


HOME OFFERED to lady for very 
small or possibly no contribution, in 
return some help to enable mother 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


WAR RESISTERY’ 
Please write Nurse Poppleton, Bury;NATIONAL would welcome gifts of 
Fee ie or WR fund 
: = . on A oe eived. TUNCS. 

HOLIDAY WEEK beginning May gifts received with gratitude. 
send to the 
national, 
Middlesex. 
PIANO ACCORDIONS for sale, ex- 


Spacious and com-/ Accordion Repairers, 
A wonderfull Barnstaple, Devon. 
ALLYSOL—After 
Secre- way hag been found to remove from 
Ulen-/garlic its intolerable smell. 
know Allysol healing eae tablets, 
r sweet-smelling garlic ointment. 
form Vegetarian Guest House for|Senq for booklets about garlic. 
happy holidays or restful recupere-lrefer to advert. in this issue. 
LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons. 


Peter Grant, Burley, Hants. 


Friends, 
Friends’ 


N.W.1. 


voice duc- 
da pupile,| ARE YOU 


therapy—needs pupils. 
Elm 


11, com- 


INTER- 


for subsequent sale 
Any such 
Please 
Inter- 
Enfield, 


sted. Ruth Fry, 


write in 


War Resisters’ 
11 Abbey Rd., 


387. 


list, (Dept. 4) 
9a High St., 


wanted ; 


Apr. 14, 


5,000 years a 
People.” 


Get to 


Please 


RICHMOND 
P.P.U. 
Apr. 


clearest, longest, 3s. 6d. 


colours, Peace 


20|place as above. 
guch as in 


ing. Sir 
Brockway, 
others. 
inexpensive service of 


free on application to the 
Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


interested in 
national war resistance? Groups are 
invited to write to the War Resisters' 
International, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 


speakers to address P.P.U. and other 
pacifist groups on its work. 


“HORROR OF ANARCHISM.” 
Ronald Mallone answers Prof. Gren- 


“Christian Party News- 
Letter.” 5d: monthly, 5s. yearly. Box 


MEETINGS, etc. 


BOURNEMOUTH. 
construction Group, 5 Wellington Rd., 
7.30 p.m., 
J. Seruton. 

WILFRED WELLOCK will speak 
at the annual meeting of the High 
Wycombe group of the P.P.U., com- 
mencing at 4 p.m. on Sat., Apr. 15, 
at Friends’ Meeting House, 25 London 
Rd. All heartily welcome. 
(Surrey) 
Informal meetings in future. 
18, 7.30 p.m., 
Rd., Richmond, and on second Tues- 
day every month only. 


AMRITSAR—wipe out the memory 
with a free India now! 
Richard Acland, Fenner 
Prof. N. Gangulee and 
Caxton Hail, 
Sunday, April 16th, at 8 p.m. Indian 
Freedom Campaign. 


inter-/Two boys, 


months, 
Small house. 
Bucks. Write Box 388. 


Norman Robbins 


Service Bureau, 


Post-war Re-| give useful advice. 


“Housing the|help. Hurtwood School, 
Guildford. Abinger 119. 


T.U. rates. 


ators. 
Worsley Rd., Swinton. 


pacifist co-operative farm.’ 
Friesians. 
Cornwallis, 
Rasen, Lincs. 
MARRIED COUPLE. 


Group, 
97 Sandycombe 
Time and 


light housekeeping duties. 


Public meet-]|available. Box $83. 


CLASSIFIED 
Westminster, 


SATURDAY. 
~ 


4. 

HAPPY HOME LIFE offered with 
artist’s family in lovely cottage near 
Leith Hill, Surrey, and remuneration, 
in return for sharing work in house 
and garden with convalescing mother. 
11 and 12 years. 
given 15 hrs. weekly for rough work. 
Please write stating, experience and if 
possible enclose photo, Box 386. 


in return room and board. 
Afternoons 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommendeg ta consult the Pacifist 
6 Endsleigh 
W.C.1, which will often be able to 


WANTED URGENTLY domestic 
: Peaslake. 


‘ONE OR TWO painters and decor- 
€.0. preferred. 


Apply A. Wrightson and Sons, 252 
SECOND COWMAN wanted for 


Some experience, 
Bleasby Grange, 


Interesting 
situation vacant on modern TT dairy 
farm. Man for farm work, woman 


ADVERTISEMENTS 
for next week must arrive not 
later than FIRST POST EASTER 


. IMMEDIATE applications are in- 
vited for editorial assistance and 
reference library work Peace News. 
Experience of sub-editing and factual 
research. Specimens of work may be 
sent and will be returned. Managing 
ae Peace News, 8 Blackstock 
« NA, 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


WELL-EDUCATED PACIFIST, 87, 
exempted racial grounds, Fellow of a 
Royal Society, tri-lingua], adaptable, 
energetic, interested scientific work, 
begs immediate clerical or light land 
work non-coastal safe area because of 
wife and nervous baby. Box $71. 


C.0. SEEKS JOB driving van on 
food or milk distribution. Anywhere, 
Box 380. 


CHRISTIAN C.O. market gardener 
req. job. Over 4 years exp. Some 
exp. of tractor work. Box 381. 


ENQUIRIES SOLICITED. C.0., 
Lino/Intertype operator, reader, cost= 
ing. Secretarial, organizing, social 
and educational ability. 12 montha’ 
general farming, milking, drive, 
handyman. Wife cooking, domestic, 


-Modern 


Help 


° SAL thon ¢ peers ae ar WANTED: someone reliable, |poultry. Box 382. 
c ‘O-op. | 6 Jonals activi~| homely, willing to give help and com- DENER 
Hall, 10 High St., Deptford, 7.30 p.m.|ties, The W.R.I. can also supply|panionship to elderly couple, 1—2 her Sees pcan erate nash 


C.0. Married. Baby. Cheshire, 10 
Wootton St. Lawrence, Basingstoke. 

A FRIEND'S HELP would he 
gratefully appreciated in assisting 
employment of ex-supt., boys’ training 
centre, in orphanage, home, or school 
for boys. Full administrative and 
supervisory experience. Box 389. 

ENGLISHMAN, 44, fluent French, 
Spanish, good knowledge German, 
Italian, long residence Continent, 
widely travelled, ex-League Nations 
secretariat, three years’ experience 
refugee relief organization, seeka 
really useful work. Would teach. 
Box 390. 

C.0. (22), ex-local Government and 
relief worker wants job. Anything 
considered. Box 891. 


free. 


Street, 


British 
single. 
Market 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. 

NATURE-CURE TREATMENT of 
disease (including eyes). Reginalg J. 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 
Naturopath, 184 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hill, N.21. (Ex-Maidstone C.0.) 
Consultations by appeintment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 


Cottage 
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“ Salute the 
Soldier’ 


To the Editor , 
PROBABLY in consequence of 


_ the crowds gathering in the 
City and West End, I have beaten 
all my previous Peace News 
street-sales records. Several copies 
were bought by members of the 
Forces (American and _ British). 
Every copy sold contained a leaflet 
“You are negotiating now” and the 
usuaj street-seller’s order form. 

Nowhere did I encounter any 
opposition—or even hostility. 

I find the best poster to use is “For Sane 
Views Read Peace News”: it flatters the 
public—and they get the message of “No 
Peace Through Victory” (which I person- 
ally prefer) in the Negotiated Peace leaflet 
enclosed with each copy. 

I give you this information hoping you 
may be able to use it to encourage pro- 
vincial groups to capitalize their ‘Salute 
the Soldier’ weeks similarly. 

RONALD N. PAGE, 
Regional Sec., PPU Barnet Region. 
78 Woodfield Drive, E. Barnet. 


BLOCKADE POLICY 
FINDS CRITICS 


OT all the press has accepted Lord 

Selborne’s recent assurance that 

no further food relief can be permitted 
at present. . 

Referring to the concession he an- 
nounced—the taking of Vitamin D off 
the contraband list, the Manchester 
Guardian commented: “As Vitamin D 


| BETRAYAL OF BRITAIN’S 
PRINCIPLES 


cannot be safely given without a |}, 


proportionate amount of bulk food, 
the value of this concession would be 
preatly increased if the Government 
accepted the proposal for admitting 
dried milk as well.” (Mar. 18.) 

The Inquirer (Mar. 25) asked if “as 
a Tesult the war was prolonged for a 
day or a week, would that be a reason 
for withholding relief?” 

It added that “the significant thing 
ts that in comparable cases we never 
think of asking for such calculations. 
We don’t calculate the rations con- 
sumed by the aged and the infirm and 
by others incapable of contributing to 
the war effort ... Doubtless the war 
might be shortened if the aged did 
not eat.” Commenting on the figures 
for public health in Belgium given by 
Lord Horder and the Minister of 
Eoonomic Warfare, The Inquirer said: 
“There ig plainly a conflict of evi- 
dence here which should be cleared 
up. 

eof. Emile Cammaerts has been among the 
critical correspondents on food relief in' both 
The Times and the Manchester Guardian. In 
the former he cites experience in Greece and in 
Belgium (where 1,000 tons a month of relief 
foodstuffs has been successfully imported over- 
Yand for the past two years) as ‘two pre- 


cedents which show that invaluable help may 
be rendered without serious advantage to the 


enemy.” 
In an article in the Church Times (Mar. 24) 
Prof. Cammaerts concludes: “Our greatest 


danger is not lest the Germans should benefit; 
our greatest dangers are that our exaggerated 
fear of running the slightest risk should para- 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


FREIND the rather stupid episode 

the unsolved question remains of 
which it was the clumsy symbol. How 
can the Government be made respon- 
sive to the desire of the country—at 
best inadequately expressed in an un- 
representative House of Commons— 
for radical domestic reform? 

The problem is, I believe, insoluble 
so long as Churchill is regarded as the 
indispensable war-leader of the 
nation. It is Churchill’s personal 
limitations which really forbid the 
urgently necessary development of 
parliamentary government, He is not 
interested in the vital domestic issues; 
he does not believe that they are vital. 
The perfunctoriness of the recent 
broadcast was an insult to intelli- 
gence. And he takes it for granted 
that only what interests him can be 
of concern to the nation. 

Instead therefore of helping Parlia- 
ment to become a kind of Council of 
State for the settling by consent of the 
broad outlines of the post-war society, 
and passing of the fundamental legis- 
lation, he jealously clutches all power 
of decision into hig own hands. 


The only hope 


HE belief that he is irreplaceable 

makes him invincible. It is a 
pure superstition. If Churchill were 
to be wafted away from the mortal 
scene tomorrow, not the faintest harm 
would ensue to the nation or the world, 
On the contrary, the situation might 
improve, For what has been con- 


P.P.U. SUMMER SCHOOL 


Subject to unforeseeable contin- 
gencies, a PPU Summer School will 
be held at Spicelands, Devonshire, 
from Aug. 19 to 27, 


Applications should be sent to me at 6 Ends- 
leigh Street, London, W.C.1, to be received not 
later than first post on May 8. Afterwards 
applicants will be notified whether their appli- 
cation has been accepted or not. There are 
only 40 places. Preference will be given to 
those who wish to stay for the whole period. 
For the present, we can only consider applica- 
tions from members of the Union, ang from 
people at least 18 years of age: later the door 
may open wider. 

Those who hear that they will be able to 
attend will be asked to pay 5s. booking fee. 
Charge for the week will probably not be more 


than £2. 
PATRICK FIGGIS 
A.G.M. TICKETS 


Applications for tickets for the PPU annual 
general meeting should reach PPU Head- 
quarters, 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1, by 
Apr. 15, accompanied by is. and the name and 
address of the person for whom they are 
wanted. 


helped to cause famine 


“Latest available figures show that for the 
first 5 months of the 1943-44 administrative 
comtro) the balance of trade in merchandise in 

tdia’s favour amounted to Rs. 39.14 crores, 
which compares with Rs. 32.12 crores for the 
corresponding period of 1942-43. Imports and 
exports during the period from Apr. 1, 1943, to 
Aug. 31, 1943, totalled Rs. 43.21 crores and 
Rs. 82.35 crores respectively, compared with 
Rs, 46.30 crores and Rs. 78.42 crores during 
the corresponding period of 1942, whereas 
imports for the same period of 1941 were shown 
at Rs. 85.06 crores and exports at Rs. 88.44 


erores.”” 
—The Economist (Mar. 26). 


History and Review of 1943.” 
QNE can imagine the envy with 
which British big business must 
regard our fortunate Asiatic cousins. 
For years we have gnashed our teeth 
in a vain endeavour to export more 
than we import, and now we find that 
the Indians have achieved this com- 
mercial Eldorado without even trying. 
Seriously, this balance of trade in 
India’s favour, which has. apparently 
enly developed since, 1941, is surely 
one of the principal causes of the 
famine in that hapless country. For 
amid the welter of confused argument 
en the causes of this famine we have 
thig indisputable and damning fact: 
that the United Nations, during the 
year of India’s grievous shortage were 
taking from her about £70 million 
pounds’ worth of goods a year more 
than they were sending in, In real! 


“Commercial 


values the difference is even greater 
because, owing to the lower standard 


Aa 
id 
of living, there is far more human 
effort in £1 worth of India’s exports 
than in £1 worth of imports. 

It is true that the Indians can con- 
sole themselves with the accumula- 
tion of a sterling balance which, in 
theory at least, they can convert into 
goods at some future date, but even 
Montagu Norman, if he did not know 
where his next meal was coming from, 
would probably prefer a plate of fish 


and chips to a sterling balance. 
R. PLAISTER 


VAIDYA?CAN NOW APPEAL 


Suresh Vaidya, the Indian national 
resident in Britain who refused to 
answer his call-up papers, has been 
sentenced to 98 days’ imprisonment 
with hard labour. This will entitle 
him to apply for his case to be recon- 
sidered by an appeal tribunal. 

Vaidya appeared before a court- 
martial a month ago; the sentence 
was made knovn last week. 


ACLANDTAT INDIA MEETING 


Sir Richard Acland will be among 
the speakers at a public meeting to 
be held by the Indian Freedom Cam- 
paign in the large Caxton Hall, West- 
minster, on Apr. 16, 

Other speakers will include Fenner Brock- 
way, Reginald Reynolds, and other Indian and 


Colonial speakers, with Prof. N. Gangulee in 
the chair. 


spicuous in Churchill’s conduct éf the 
war has been the levity with which 
he has discarded moral principles, It 
it a reasonable expectation that, if 
Churchill were to disappear, Britain 
might be identified with the principles 
of a just peace. 

The re-assertion of some principles 
of international morality as the basis 
of a peace we are willing to conclude 
with a Germany which accepts them 
offers the only hope of appreciably 
shortening the length of this war and 
avoiding: the next. 

Churchill’s recent utterances have 
touched bottom in political cynicism. 
But until the House of Commons has 
the desire and the determination to 
repudiate’ this cynicism, by turning 
Churchill out if he refuses to withdraw 
his amendments to the Atlantic 
Charter, it is inevitable that Churchill 
will have his own way in everything. 


An Irish view 


A FAMILIAR correspondent in Ire- 


land writes on the situation: 

“7. Iam not yet convinced that any military 
information of any consequence was passing to 
Germany, I have read in full the published 
correspondence between De Valera and the 
USA and I cannot help thinking that De 
Valera won his case. Of course, there may be 
other facts as yet unpublished which might 
alter this view. 

“2. I think that the USA somewhat panicked 
at the prospect of the “Second Front. 

“3. De Valera could not do anything other 
than refuse the request of USA unless he was 
prepared to join the Allies in the war. This he 
could not do, for the people are united in their 
opposition to entry into war. This is one of 
the most remarkable aspects of the situation. 
The Irish are prepared to suffer great hardship 
in order to maintain neutrality. Perhaps they 
will really begin to organize their society on 
more equable lines. There is a great oppor- 
tunity here for leadership. 

“4. The closing of the border between N. 
Ireland and Eire is in my view impracticable. 
What would happen is that innocent people 
would be greatly inconvenienced and those who 
had any unworthy motive for escaping atten- 
tion would cross the frontier under cover. I 
know the border country well as I have to 
cross it every day to my work, and I know that 
it would be quite impossible to draw a fine 
enough net over it to be of any real service 
from the point of view of the authorities. 

“5. It is interesting that, however much the 
Northern Irelang politicians may talk about 
Ulster being an integral part of Britain, it is 
quite impossible to avoid dealing with Ireland, 
in this matter as in so many others, as a unity. 
This may perhaps help towards a more realistic 
policy on the part of Ulster.’”’ 


NEED FOR PEACE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


we go back upon whatexer was 
generous in the Atlantic Charter, 

Unquestioning continuance demands 
the same price at home. Partners in 
war, government and electorate be- 
come partners in nothing else. Plans 
confidently made for carrying the 
nation through the after-war crises, 
now are vague and uncertain. Coal 
and the miners show the paralysis 
born of too much war. 

We would not inflate; but we cannot 
prevent our unbacked currency from 
passing beyond the thousand millions, 
and reaching the eleven hundred, and 
still increasing. Of the fantastic 
national debt we cease to think. Of 
the loss of the trade by which we are 
to live when capital has gone and sub- 
sidies have ceased, we do think, but 
helplessly, War rules; while for us 
the overdraft on the bank of the 
future runs on and on. 

Government and people, we pay this 
price of our unconditional surrender 
to war. We are overwhelmed by our 
own powers of destruction; because 
we do not rise above them, and keep 
paramount the need of agreement and 
peace. 

The enemy, no doubt, is perhaps 
half as black as we have painted him. 
But the time has now come to think 
first of Britain and her safety. 

The way out of war is not easy. 
Not only the other side, but we our- 
selves have piled obstacles to peace. 
Yet the cruel blunder of needlessly 
prolonging a major war we must not 
repeat, The duties press, of returning 
to a normal feeding and housing of 
our people, of creating trade and 
employment, of re-establishing the 
home life that war has disrupted, 
above all of freeing our people from 
hate and future conflict, by healing 
power regained. 

Repeat the past, be once more “‘in- 
capable of peace,” and to retrieve the 
blunder all Britain’s natural resources, 
working capacity and normal good 
sense may not suffice. The need is for 
peace now, 


PEACE NEWS BEAT 
THIS BAN 


“T see that Washington has just issued the text 
of the propaganda leaflets dropped over Ger- 
many recently by American bombers. 

“British bombers have dropped millions of 
leaflets over Germany in this war. But we 
have never been allowed to read them in this 
country, and I was told today that there is 
not much chance of their being published 
here, in spite of the US disclosure. . . 

“The British Government take the view that 
publication of the text of the leaflets would 
lead to controversy . . Evidently the 
Americans don’t care.” 


TINHE writer of this passage in “Talk 
= of the Day,” Evening News, Mar. 
20, has got one fact wrong: at least 
one paper has published excerpts from. 
the text of a British leaflet dropped 
over Germany. 

That paper was Peace News. The 
date: Apr. 12, 1940, 

The leaflet was in the form of a 
miniature newspaper, and a photo- 
graph of its front page appeared in 
Peace News together with a trans- 
lation of some of the contents. 


WOMAN C.0. TO APPEAL AGAINST 
12 MONTHS 


Miss Rita W. Matthews, the Portsmouth 
Jehovah’s Witness, who was sentenced to 12 
months’ imprisonment for refusing a tribunal 
condition, has appealed to Quarter Sessions on 
the ground that the sentence is excessive. She 
was Teleased on bail from Holloway prison on 
Mar. 30, and expects the appeal to be heard 
immediately after Easter. 

Miss Matthews is the first woman CO to be 
ger nces. to more than six months for refusing 

uty. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


South East London District: Charles Harding 
now sole S.E. London District Secretary. 

Nedson (Lanes.): Sec. now Mre. Noreen 
Welch, 30 Hawarden St., Nelson, Lancs. 

Ashington (Northumberland): Sec. now Rev. 
Norman Glanville, Pinehurst, Warsbeck 
Terrace, Ashington. 

Canterbury (Kent): Individual adviser now 
Alfred G. Tucker, Aurelia, 15 Cherry Drive, 
Canterbury, 


New readers can obtain Peace News for a 

trial period of 3 months at the special rate 

of 2s. Send PO to Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., London, N.4. 


Just arrived 


CONSCIENCE AND THE WAR 


(7d.; by post 8d.) 


American Civil Liberties Union 
report of American C.0.s in this war 


~ C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


There’s another London Area 


DANCE 


at the CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Square 
(near Holborn Tube? 
15th 


SATURDAY, APRIL 


7—10.30 p.m. 
Buffet : Entertainments : Sideshows 
2,6 SINGLE 4/6 DOUBLE 


bal 
Catarrh and Chest 
Troubles. Send only 
6d, stamps for FREE 
TRIAL Natural Rem- 
edy. Gypsy Petulengro 
(Dept. A45),  Bos- 
combe, Bournemouth. 


PETULENGRO famous B.B.C. ROMANY 


———$ 
THE HEALING POWER 
OF GARLIC 


A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 
“If garlic 1s not a universal remedy and 
a renewer of health and youth,it appears 


at least to come nearer to that dream 
than any known thing given by nature 


for the use of man.’ 
Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 
at their Root 
Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 
and purifying power of garlic 
without the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 
Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 
Booklets of Life-conserving information 


CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE [IT 
(special reason) g 


GARLIC DEODORISED ANTISEPTICS ITD. 
Watermill Lane, Fairlight, Sussex. 
tl 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
| Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


ee 


